More Light

By 

Michael Bailey

As candidates for Freemasonry we are taught to seek out light, which represents knowledge.  The more knowledge we attain the better men we become and the greater contribution we can make to those around us.  

There are many different ways to attain light in our fraternity.  One is through the Grand Lodge Education program available via the web.  Another is to become involved in district meetings and events, attending meetings throughout the state or traveling about the country. There are also countless websites that have both good and questionable material available to us.

Other opportunities are also afforded to us by means of joining one of the many appendent bodies of Freemasonry.  These are organizations whose membership requires you to be a member of a symbolic lodge, two of which I would like to talk with you now.

Both York Rite and Scottish Rite are the two most frequently joined organizations by Blue Lodge Masons in the state of Ohio.  Scottish Rite consists of twenty eight degrees by which you reach the level of a thirty-second degree mason. York Rite is made up of three separate organizations, Royal Arch Masons, Royal and Select Masons, and Knight Templars, they are also known as Chapter, Council, and Commandery. 

The degrees of Scottish Rite are based biblically, historically, and philosophically.  Each degree is portrayed in a theatrical presentation often utilizing costumes, make-up and stage props.  There are four coordinate bodies each of which are responsible for specific degree conferrals as well as charitable and fraternal responsibilities.  Scottish Rite Learning Centers for the treatment of children with dyslexia are their flagship charity and currently operate fifty-five centers in fifteen states.  Annual events specific to members of the Scottish Rite are The Feast of the Paschal Lamb, Family Life observance, holiday celebrations and Abbott Scholarship presentations.

Membership in the York Rite begins with joining a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which consists of four separate degrees centered around King Solomon’s Temple and the people associated with constructing the building and leading the craft. The Adopt America Network is the major charity supported by Royal Arch Masons. They specialize in finding homes for special needs children.

After obtaining membership as a Royal Arch Mason you will be eligible to join a Council of Royal and Select Masons or a Commandery of Knights Templar.  Royal and Select Masons continue with further with more intimate details regarding the Temple and the importance of continuing in the attainment of knowledge regarding the craft. Councils of Royal and Select portray three degrees and their principle charity is sending Diabetic Children to Camp.

The Commandery of Knights Templar is probably most well known for their participation in the Crusades when Chistian Knights engaged their enemies with the ultimate goal of taking back control of the location where King Solomon’s Temple is said to have stood.  Modern Knights Templar Commandery’s are designed to appeal to the Christian Mason and require a Christian oath.  Members are referred to as Sir Knights and confer Orders instead of degrees.  Full dress is a uniform complete with sword and chapeau.  Members can participate in marching drills and many public presentations.  Each year The Knights Templar sponsor Holy Land Pilgrimages for clergy from the United States. Their principle charity is The Knight Templar Eye Foundation, which provides vision care for those who cannot afford it regardless of age or race.

The quest for more light should be a joy for every Mason.  I recommend both of these Rites which although they are different in structure and organization they share the same noble cause, which is to enrich the lives of its members and be charitable to the community.    

